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I m the cquntry and la an American rcity In Its sentiment and ambition, yet (It atUl retains many of the character- T
Istlcs and customs of more than a jSfc-'ti century ago. when It was almost .

V wholly French. These relics of the ,
J past add to Its plcturesqueness and

. five to It a distinct Individuality not
ipossessed by any other large city of

the United States. *
>h One of the oldest Institutions of <

the city Is Its carnival and Mardl 1
Oras, the latter a distinctive social 1

rjj.'-',; feature whose participants ori drawn I
from the New Orleans "400.'* t

The carnival, properly speaking, i

ufr,- begins with the "Twelfth Night Re- <
« V*. vellers*" ball on January Ith. and *

ends with the magnificent Mardl Ores 1

l'r, oh flhrove Tuesday. There Is, how- 1
.. ever, a clear line ofeleavage between 1

the two. as the carnival spirit runs *

(£ Qi-as participants are from the exelu- >
s>v# social set who spend their money

i-shjy in reproducing scenes from
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rblch are manned by leading profcslonalsand drawn throuch the streets
uat before the beginning of the Lenenseason. It la said that the Murdl
Iras Idea comes from France, but
he real origin of the festivity dates
tack to ancient Rome, when tho saclflceof the Lupercalia was carried
llll TT»1 f Vi Y\r\n> Y\ (LO/S TVt*
Wtmw V«**M I'VM*^ WMU V|/ivuv*w»> *

vord "carnival" Is derived from the
-atln words "came".flesh, and
vale".farewell; hence. Its approprlitenessto the coming of Lent.

Mobile holds first MardJ Gras.
Although Mobile was the first city

o have a Mardt Oras parade, New
Irleans soon outstripped that city by
he grandeur of the affair, and today
he festivities on that occasion sur>asseven Nice in the barbaric mifgtlflcenceof the floats. Indeed, It Is
loubtful whother Rome In her pagan
lays bad anything to compare with,
hese spectacular floats which pass
ip Canal street each year. New Or- '

eansv had her first Mardl Gras In
.187and her second In 1888, and over

tnce that time, with a few exceptions,
he festival has been celebrated each 1
'ear upon a larger and grander scale. j

Mystic Krewe's.
In 1867 the Society of the Mjntic

Drewe of Comus was organised, and..
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during the Mardl Ores of that year
they appeared upon a eerlee of floats
representing scenes from Milton's
"Paradise Lost." A grand ball followedin tho old 8t. Louts ballroom.
Again In 16&2 there, was a Mardl Oros
ball which has gone down In history
as one of the memorable events of

M-~ \
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th« city. The dark aays of the Civil
War put an and to th® festivities for t
a time, as from 1S61 to IS66 there (
was little of the carnival spirit any- *«
where in the Soath, but after the r
dawn of peace the Mystic Xrewe of t
Comus resumed their entertainments i
by giving a grand street parade and i
ball annually until 1284.- Then came t
i lull until 1890, when they reap- <
peared In a review of their own his- <
lory. Since that time they have never
failed to bring out a eerlee of artistic
floats. Tho Comus ts the oldest of ftho several carnival associations. Rex. .

who plays such an Important part tn Jthe present day festivities, made his |first appearance1 In lifj, when the :
Brand Duke Alexis visited New Orleans.
The Knights of Momas was organizedIn 187t, and that of Proteus In

1S8S. Other carnival associations are
ihe K>ewe of Nereus, The Atlsnteans, frhe Elves of Oberon and The High
Prlosts of Mithras. These,, however, .

nerely give balls during the carnival
reason. It is the Momus, Comus, Pro- «
:eus end Rex, the King of the Car- .

rival, which go to make up the great
klardt Qr&s parades and balls
How the Mardl Gras Is Managed. b
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ty Celebrates ThisA
of the Pre-Lenten F(
ightful Southern Cit
heae pageants can fully realise the I
mmense amount of labor and money 3
vhlch are expended In their perfec- 1
ion. The members of these societies '

ire citizens of the highest social x
itandlng and they not only give their t
ime to the management of the affair '

)Ut bear the exponse of the displays 1
jut of their own private means. It Is s

lot uncommon for a single parade to
oat from 120,000.00 to $30,000.00.
Each association has about two hunlredand fifty membors, and about one
jundred of tbeso are selected to man
.he floats, the others serving on variouscommittees. Each society has
i "Captain," and this man Is In sujremecommand.
Everything Is done In secret and the

issoclatlons have no permanent meat.
ng place. Tho entire year la given
>ver to preparation, for the day after
he Mardl Gras.-these gentlemen beclntheir plans for the coming year,
iubjects aro discussed and artlata are
Ailed In to assist and after some
tcene from history, mythology or
folklore has been selocted the drewngsfor the floats are made. Then
:omos the work of building the floats,
rhe selection of the'men who are to
mpersopate the characters is made
vlth the utmost care as "types" are
lelected for this just as thoy are for
he tiaste of a play. The face, howsvervplays little part, as masks cov

rtngthe entire face are worn.such
jueer wax doll looking masks which
10 completely hide tho Identity of the
vearer that a woman Is unable to reo>gnlseher own husband.
After the "types" have been selected

heir measurements are taken and the
lostume makors begin their work.
The court tailors usually have their
rork completed by December first of
he preceding yoar and the oostumes
iro stored away until thp great day
rrives. The floats are constructed /In
one mysterious place known as "the
ten".usually In the yard of some
mt-of-the-way cotton press.

Fairyland.
The Ball Committee, too, la busy, 1

or this affair open* with a eerie* of 1
ableaux which lead the epeetator into 1
ealma of fairyland. The 'drilling of J
he .people who are to take payt in 1
h'eee 1* aleo done in sedret and ah air
f myetery seem* to perrade eoclety "

or weeks before the event The balls ^re glvep on iMe^ay ond Tuesday j1Urhts after the parade' reaches the 11
Vench Opera House. Admission to 0
hese balls is by Invitation only and
eem to be one of the few things in 11
he world Whloh cannot be purchased. 0

Another unique custom is the t
Called out" card whloh is sent to
idle# who are to be asked to dance.
l special place is reserved for those &
eoclving each cards and during the 0
all they sit in their places "like Pa- li
aas+ gn.fr .gptftft, wfifrjc
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ng until the usher calls out "Miss
Brown," "Jones," or whatever ^bjOlady's name may be. The la'dy \
'called" at once stands up and the'
isher takes her to the stebs leading
o the stage. Here one of the
'masked marvels" meets her and.
cads her oft for a dance. As her

-
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tartnet la still wearing his "fielee
ace" and probAbly dlaruiaing his
otce the lady probably has not the
lightest Idea who he may be. Tovardmidnight tho A\en begin to give
Heir partners souvor^rs such as their
taps, cloaks, bits, of JAyelry, etc., and
many girls carry home the most extensive,velvet capes and\ fur trimmed
obea
There Is a King at eafch. of these

>alls and each organisation selects a .

oelety bud aa the Queen.\n honor tnuch Bought after by the Row Or- m
euii society girls. After the tiMenuy, «

he Queed end her Maids of Kon^r ^oln the King and hie retinue lift the
loyal Quadrille. The whole affalV la
perfect dream of beauty and unlike ti,nythins elae seefc la thle country^ tliter midnight the maakeri retire ono v
y one and later appear In the regu- ,ritlon evening olothee. Ybelr partner# m,till undecided aa to their Identity. *

The Rex Ball 1# always crowded ae hrotations to thla ate not ae cxcfuatve 0,nd may be obtained by applying to
he Mayor. w Parade#. M
The Mardt Oris proper begins on rr
londay morning when Rex, the lClrtir U
t the Camfval, comea up (he harbor ti
i Ale royal yacht urrOttndtfd by hie tl
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L rI« ti supposed to come from * dlsanceend Is escorted by a fleet of
ally decked boats; which blow tbelb
rhlstlee In hie honor. There. Is the
oomlng or'cannon and 'as he steps
shore the bagds play and uie crowds
rhloh fill every available space cheer.
Beoorted by a committee. Res Is taken
o the City Hall, where the mayor
resents him with the Keys of the
Uty.a golden key resting upon a
ushlon upon which are embroidered
he royal arms. Rex accept* the keys
ad during the Mardl Oras has the
reedom. of the city, even to driving .

is royal automobllo where, no other
ehlslea ere allowed. His Queen and
«r Maids la the meantime have gone
9 the Boston CInb (tho most exclu>vedub ot the eity)-aad ore seated
n the stand erected in* front of the
gilding.. 'When the parade with Rex
t ^ts' head riding on a picturesque 1
oat reaches this point the pageant <
olfs o-nd the King drinks the health i
E his\ueon In champagne. The proW ,i
iwriondkjea moves on-up Canal street" t
hlle thousands of spectators line the 1
dowalks. The United State# Govern- 1
eat alwaygyends a battleship or two
f the oocaXlon and the sailors In i
let1 natty uniform are a feature< of s

and^lomu. parade arc I
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held at night.one on Monday and tho
other, on Tuesday. They consist of
a number of magnificent float tableaux
representing suoh scenes as Scott's
romance of "Tho Talisman," "The
Culprit Fay," "Alladln and the WonderfulLamp," "Jerusalem Delivered"
from Tasso's poem, and In 1914 the
Krewo of Momus gave a series known .

as "Odds and Ends of Nonsenso,"
showing floats of "The Qoose Girl,"
"The Lady and the Tiger," "HumptyDumpty,""Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary,""Easter Rabbits," "The Owl
and the Pussy cat," etc.
These parades are given with all

tho dramatic. effects and are Indescribablybeautiful, presenting a kaleidoscopeof color and light which
seems like something unreal. The
floats are each drawn by six or eight
horses led by negro men wearing red
dominoes and oarrylng torches. The
ponderous floats are manned by men
Ln costume which make those of a
ipectaculor stage production pale into / i
insignificance. As th# pageant passes VJ
up Canal street the whole city Is Illuminatedby thousands of Incandescentlights. The figures on the floats
turn -from side to side, bowing and
tossing strings of beads and other bits
>f Jewelry to'the ladles on the stands,
rhe mass of people on the sidewalks,
many of whom have caught the spirit
>f the carnival, yell with delight and
he noise of rattlee and paper caps
Fairly dsafons the onlooker. *

Carnival Spirit.
Mardl Oraa days are legal holidays

n, New Orleans and patrician andjleblan vis with each other In the
sarnlval spirit When the processioneachos the Opera House the maskers
leecend from the floats and enter by
hsramge entrance and a few minutes
ater the tableaux are on and the ball

>e!uT*over the city i d ss^ln


